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A few months ago, John Tyndall began to include in his BNP publications 
Spearhead and British Nationalist a much more fulsome disclaimer than ever 
before, that the BNP in anyway condoned racial hatred or racial violence. It was 
clearly designed to provide him with some sort of manageable defence if the going 
got tough with the law. 

It has done him little good. Just as Searchlight goes to press, Tyndall, and his 
deputy editor John Morse, have been sentenced to twelve month gaol terms for 


- incitement to racial hatred under the Public Order Act. 


It is worth noting that the guilty verdicts were brought in by an all-white jury in 
the solidly working class area of inner city Southwark — just where one might 
expect to find enduring reservoirs of racial prejudice. Tyndall and Morse’s efforts 
to find a sympathetic jury by standing down blacks, Asians, a Greek and a Jew 
brought them no benefit whatsoever. 

Their conviction is welcome, of course, not only because it will remind both the 
BNP and NF leaderships that they cannot necessarily avoid responsibility for what 
they produce and distribute, but also because it will deal a serious blow to the BNP 
itself, which has been trying to gear itself up to take advantage of factional 
hostilities within both the NF and the FCS. With Tyndall out of the way the 
leadership mantle passes to Lewisham-based Richard Edmonds who has long 
itched for the day when he might lead his own party. A fanatically hard working 
activist, he has, nevertheless, little of Tyndall’s political accumen and is a 
singularly unimpressive leadership figure. It will be, happily, an extremely difficult 
twelve months for the BNP. Even Spearhead, we hear, is to suspend publication for 
the duration of Tyndall’s incarceration. 

In less than a year we have seen seven prosecutions involving fascist literature. 
Tyndall and Morse have been gaoled, as has their Leeds BNP organiser David 
Owens. In Plymouth four other BNP activists were convicted and fined. For the 
NF, Joe Pearce was imprisoned, as was Martin Wingfield who refused to pay a fine 
following conviction for incitement. 

On the debit side, however, three BNP paper sellers were acquitted in Bromley, 
and, in a peculiarly perverse decision, a Newcastle jury brought not guilty verdicts 
against four NF members facing a total of fourteen charges. One item they had 
produced referred to a “stinking little Jewess’’. In these instances, however, it seems 
to have been ill-prepared and ill-considered prosecution cases which have allowed 
fascists to walk free from the courts. 

The convictions to date are to be welcomed, but are not in themselves enough. 
Week after week, on hundreds of street corners around the country, local NF and 
BNP activists get away with selling the very type of literature which Tyndall and 
Morse have just been gaoled for producing. The law will not really be 
demonstrating its teeth until prosecution is the rule, rather than the exceptional 
response of the police and the DPP. 


NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS any other purpose. We are required by 
Names and addresses of subscribers to the Data Protection Act 1984 to inform 
Searchlight are held on a computer to subscribers that they have a right to 
enable us to provide a more efficient object to information being held in this 
service. This information is not used for form. 


Please make me a Supporting/Ordinary Subscriber to Searchlight. 


Name/Orgamisatamant.c tot ctadscnete ee teeta: Senet eet crea satis 


Ordinary Subscription Rates: Supporting Subscription 

Individuals £9 for 12 issues (inc p&p) Rates: 

Organisations £12 for 12 issues (inc. p&p) Individuals £12 

Europe: individuals £12 Organisations £20 

Europe: organisations £15 Europe: individuals £16 

Outside Europe (airmail) £20 Europe: organisations £22 
Outside Europe (airmail) £25 


KeneloseichequelROtO mien. nesses een aeces. oe made out to Searchlight. 
| do not object to the above details being held on a computer. 


SUPPORTING SUBSCRIBERS in addition to a year’s subscription receive 
free copies of all Searchlight pamphlets and indexes. 


Individual back numbers and complete sets are available on request. 





Across the 
sea to 
Ireland 


NF directorate member John Field is 
reported to be on the move again. A year 
ago he left a safe job in the Civil Service to 
become a full time rural ‘political soldier’ in 
East Anglia. After acting as a ‘welfare 
officer’ in the Front’s growing liaison with 
the Ulster Defence Association § in 
Northern Ireland and with the covert UDA 
cells on the mainland, he has now been 
promoted to full time NF organiser in the 
province at the Front’s new secret 
headquarters in Belfast. 

Who is paying for all this? Well, it 
appears that the financiers might not be far 
removed from the UDA itself. On 6 July a 
hand picked group of ‘political soldiers’ 
attended a secret day-long course to 
prepare them as the advance guard for the 
National Front’s turn out on 12 July in 
Northern Ireland. They have to be first rate 
or the paymasters will not be happy. 

NF accountants tell us that the NF is 
getting enough finance from its supporters 
across the water to pay for several full time 
officials, the new Belfast premises and 
much of the mainland work as well. 


Secret unit for NF ‘moles’ 


Infiltration into everything from the 
Green Party to civil rights groups, trade 
unions and all major political parties is also 
very much at the forefront of the NF’s plans 
at the moment. We hear a top secret unit 
has been set up to orchestrate this work. 

Changes are in sight for the Front’s 
publications. Can it be the early release 
from jail of Joe Pearce that has prompted 
ambitious plans to turn National Front 
News into a fortnightly paper instead of a 
monthly as at present? But something may 
have to go, say top Strasserites, and at the 
moment it looks like Nationalism Today, 
the NF’s glossy monthly political magazine. 

Surveying the scene, some people think 
the more up-market fascist and nazi 
journals like Scorpion, National Reveiw 
and even the occasional Rising may find 
enough common ground to come together 
on behalf of the movement. On the other 
hand, in some areas of activity, unity 
between John Tyndall’s British National 
Party and certain NF branches is so close 
that Tyndall’s magazine, Spearhead, could 
be earmarked for such a task. 

NF activities continue to attract police 
attention. Police in Ulveston near Barrow 
in Furness moved in on NF paper sellers 
after they stood by an Asian stall holder in 
the local market shouting slogans and 
attempting to sell their hatesheets. 

And Kent NF organiser Paul Johnson 
was arrested at.the end of June and charged 
with sending hoax bombs to _ four 
newspapers offices. The 28-year-old 
former NF candidate was bailed to appear 
in court on 28 July. 















LEADING National Front members 
have been identified in the forefront of 
the recent wave of Loyalist violence 
which is sweeping Northern Ireland. 

After Searchlight reports over many 
months that the NF were pouring their 
efforts into a campaign in the province, it 
has become clear that the Front is 
throwing itself wholeheartedly into 
incidents being orchestrated by the 
Democratic Unionist Party led by Ian 
Paisley. 

Today revealed in mid-July that NF 
leaders Nick Griffin and John Field (the 
latter a welfare officer in the Ulster 
Defence Association) marched at 
Paisley’s shoulders when he led militant 
loyalists on a provacative night time 




















Peterborough is having to put up with the 
antics of former London NF activist Tony 
Hilton, who has newly arrived in the area. 
He is already targeting local schools for NF 
garbage. 

The local Labour Party has very clear 
view of Hilton’s antics. They have pledged 
to hound him out of town. 

Croydon National Front, the branch with 
the mostest in villains, has launched a 
nationwide bring back hanging campaign. 
A word of caution — go easy lads: a few of 
your party’s arsonist murderers might be 
first for the big drop. 

People who attended a concert at 
Wakefield cathedral recently were shocked 
to see a group of men urinating against the 
walls of the church. Locals wonder whether 
they are the same people who were 
responsible for the NF daubings on the 
same walls. The concert was held to raise 
money for the Save the Children Fund. 
Presumably the men were ‘political 
soldiers’ engaged in an intellectual activity. 


Front shoulder to 
shoulder with Paisley 
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march into Hillsborough in defiance of 
an RUC ban. 
Both Griffin 
photographed selling Front literature in 
Belfast, and the indications are that the 
Front is having some success in peddling 


and Field were 


its message to loyalists bent on 
sabotaging the Hillsborough agreement. 

As Searchlight goes to press, Paisley 
himself is in Canada and unavailable for 
comment, but his DUP deputy, Peter 
Robinson MP, refused to disassociate his 
party from the NF. 

For the Front, John Fields denied that 
the NF had any formal link with the DUP 
and refused to comment when asked if it 
had links with the UDA. 











A year after its inception, Anti- 
Fascist Action (AFA) has _ been 
instrumental in organising anti- 
fascists nationwide to counter the 
growing street activities of the 
National Front. 


In mid-June the NF carefully laid plans to 
attack a meeting of the West London 
Branch of AFA. The local NF boss, Phil 
Andrews is currently on bail on a charge of 
causing grievous bodily harm to a police 
officer after the NF’s now notorious St 
George’s Day rally in London. It appeared 
that the organisation of an attack on the 
meeting and its two main speakers, 
Unmesh Desai from Newham and Gerry 
Gable, publisher of Searchlight, was in the 
hands of visiting top Front officials. 


Brutal attacks 


Many members of the local NF branch have 
criminal records and are well known for 
their brutal attacks on the Asian 
community. But on this occasion things 
seem to have gone awry, with two groups of 
attackers falling foul of anti-fascists. The 
evening ended with many new recruits for 
AFA and several nazis nursing their bone 
heads. 

Four months ago NF chairman Nick 
Griffin announced a national 
demonstration in his home area. The plan 
was to march through Bury St Edmunds, 
Suffolk, on 5 July to oppose the presence of 
US bases. 

Three years ago the Front marched two 
or three hundred members through the 
town with little or no opposition. The result 
has been three years of misery for the local 
labour movement, with fire bomb attacks 
on the homes of anti-fascists and 
harassment of the small black community. 
The local NF organiser, James Fennessy, 
has been in and out of prison for assaults on 
black US servicemen and an attack on the 

_ police when he led a riot last year. Other 
Fronters have been in trouble for similar 
activities. 

The 5 July march was to go to the town’s 
war memorial and return to the railway 
station for a rally. Local people were 
infuriated that the nazis were being allowed 
to use the war memorial. When the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 
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wanted to lay a wreath there, the local 
council turned down the request on the 
grounds that the memorial should not be 
used for political purposes. 

The local Labour Party headquarters had 
been virtually besieged by fascists the night 
before the march and a number of Labour 
Party members have had petrol poured 
through their letter boxes recently. But the 
most that one Labour Councillor, Sheila 
Wormleighton, was prepared to do was to 
call for a ban on the march because it would 
attract ‘extremists’ from both sides from 
outside the area. 

Bury Against Nazis (BANG) called for 
local action and many leading members of 
the local Labour Party, Trades Council and 
Young Socialists, and members of other 
groups in the community, answered their 
call on the day. Anti-Fascist Action showed 
solidarity by bringing in bus loads of people 
from London and Essex. The local 


FRONT HUMILIATED IN EAST ANGLIA — 


A new approach to numeracy? The Bury 
march the Front says was 150 strong. Right: 
Pat Harrington, (2nd from right) failed 
guardian of NF’s prized Albert Mariner 
memorial banner. 


universities also provided several people 
who helped leaflet the town centre, now a 
regular pitch for NF paper sellers. 

Pouring rain kept most local people off 
the streets. The police, despite calling in 
reserves from all over the county, seemed 
very stretched, if not a little lost in the 
town’s maze of back streets. 

Half an hour after the march was due to 
start, only about 50 NF members had 
appeared. Despite Nick Griffin’s attempts 
to delay the march even longer, the police 
appeared keen to move them on. They set 
off headed by the NF band, including Ken 
Matthews, who has served a_ prison 
sentence for a firebombing plot. 

continued on page 6 


COUNCIL WORKERS THREATEN 
STRIKES OVER SACKED FASCIST 


Members of the public employees’ union 
NUPE are considering industrial action 
in Lewisham against the sacking by the 
local council of nazi activist Malcolm 
Skeggs. But they have been refused 
backing by the union’s London division. 
Skeggs, who runs a mail order service 
for John Tyndall’s British National 
Party, was sacked after members of 
NALGO refused to work with him and 
called for his dismissal. Earlier he had 
been disciplined for using a council 
photocopier for BNP business. A former 
member of the National Front’s National 
Directorate, he had been employed as a 
librarian in Lewisham for 24 years. 
Lewisham’s NALGO branch 
welcomed the dismissal and deplored the 
action being taken by NUPE, saying that 
the employment of a known fascist was 
contrary to NUPE’s national policy. So 
far, NUPE members have already 
boycotted staff disciplinary hearings in 
protest at Skegg’s sacking and are 
considering further industrial action. 





The council is insisting, however, that 
it could no longer tolerate a situation 
where a known nazi supporter remained 
a principal officer in a multi racial 
borough committed to equal 
opportunities. It says that employment 
of such people by the council is 
incompatible with good race relations in 
the borough. 


Maicolm Skeggs 





MALSKI NAZI IN COURT 


A Dundee member of Tony Malski’s 
National Socialist Action Party was fined 
£200 recently after he was convicted of 
sending an envelope containing nazi 
material and a concealed razor blade to 
anti-apartheid campaigner Ralph 
Denney. 

Graham Paton, aged 24, claimed he 
had acted under orders from his party 
headquarters and that he had now left 
the ranks of the NSAP. Perhaps Tony 
(“have you got any detonators?’’) Malski 
will also be getting a well-deserved visit 
from the police. 


al 
Tony Malski 





Paton appeared to be in some fear of 
his former nazi comrades. Sentencing 
him, the sheriff told the court: “Your 
political views are no concern of mine. 
But whoever thought up this scheme is of 
a mentality which would be immune to 
any lecture I can deliver’. That describes 
Malski to perfection. 


Secret fuhrer 
British Movement 


The small but nasty British Movement 
has reappeared on the streets. Stephen 
Frost, the self appointed secret fiihrer of 
the organisation, is issuing leaflets under 
the cover of a box number in 
Huddersfield. 

With no real printing operation of its 
own these days, the re-formed nazi party 
has to make do with the cast offs from 
other nazi outfits like the National 
Socialist Party (UK). 

Frost, of Hillside View, Linthwaite, 
may be getting a visit from the police 
shortly. Several people who were handed 
copies of his leaflet have complained to 
the Director of Public Prosecutions. 





NF NAZIS 
ON THE 


WAPPING 
LINE 





Fascist thugs and nazi para- 
militaries have been turning up on 
the picket lines during the print 


unions’ dispute with Rupert 
Murdoch’s News in London's 
docklands. 


The National Front has had the audacity 
to advertise the Wapping picket on the 
front page of its monthly rag, National 
Front News, in such a way that it looks like 
an official advertisement by the unions 
involved in the dispute. The unions have 
attacked the NF’s attempts to mislead the 
public into thinking the Front genuinely 
supports the pickets. But at a recent 
support rally in London one speaker failed 
to use the opportunity to forcefully and 
publicly condemn the fascists’ attempts to 
jump on the bandwagon of the dispute. 
Instead he merely politely asked the far 
right to stay away. 


Front literature 


East London trade unionists have told 
Searchlight that they have heard people at 
the large Saturday night demonstrations 
shouting abuse not only at the management 
and police but also at any black trade 
unionists in the crowd. The National Front 
have also been seen selling their literature 
nearby. 

Derek Holland, one of the new leaders of 
the NF, openly admitted that Front 
members were going to Wapping. He said 
they intended to keep on going in spite of 
SOGAT ’82’s condemnation of their 
activities. If the local police commander 
took a hard look at those throwing the first 
stones and bottles on Saturday nights, he 
might find they are wearing black shirts, 
not red ties. 


Whipping the 
political soldiers 
into line 


The National Front has a new policy 
for dealing with members who do not 
show up on demonstrations — 
although after the hiding they 
received in Bury St Edmunds who 
could blame them for not wanting to 
appear on the street? Unless away on 
other party business, — absent 
members of the directorate will be 
suspended. Branches and groups not 
filling their full quota will be fined 
either £20 or £10. 





TYNDALL’S NAZIS 


RECRUIT FCS ACTIVISTS 





TWO leading members of the 
Federation of Conservative 
Students have resigned and joined 
John Tyndall’s neo-nazi_ British 
National Party. 


The defectors are Stuart Millson and 
James Coakley Boyce, both FCS activists at 
Essex University. Their switch to the BNP 
was revealed in Guardian at the beginning 
of July. 

Millson told The Guardian that he would 
describe himself as a fascist, and that he 
had left the Tories because they had 
adopted a soft and hypocritical attitude to 
race relations in order to try and buy black 
votes. He had also been chairman of the 
Monday Club’s student group. 

During his time at Essex, Millson has 
established a reputation as a_ hardline 
racialist, publishing a magazine, The 
Patriot, which has not only argued openly 
for racialist views but has insisted that “our 
pivotal point must be the nation” and 
has accused both communism and 
libertarianism of being part of a plot for 
world domination. 

Searchlight last month showed how The 
Patriot revealed evidence of growing links 
between the BNP and some ‘race and 
nation’ hardliners in the Conservative 
Party, especially the Monday Club. Such 
links are particularly significant in the 
present climate on the far right, with the NF 
showing an increasing interest in terrorist 
style organisation, and sections of the right 
arguing for a greater emphasis on infiltrat- 
ion into mainstream parties and 
organisations. 

As we revealed last month, veteran nazi 
leader Colin Jordan recently published a 
new blueprint for far right activity in which 
he argues for two-pronged strategy. One 
group would be essentially underground 
while another would concentrate on 


infiltration. Current developments, with 
the Front shedding members not keen on 
its terrorist links, and the BNP establishing 
contacts with a section of Young Monday 
Club and the FCS, would fit neatly into 
such a scheme. 





Stuart Millson 
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As a small group of 
Tory students defect 
to the BNP, FCS 


threatens a purge 


As well as the FCS-BNP links outlined in 
Searchlight recently, The Guardian has 
revealed that the chairman of the Scottish 
Monday club has recommended ‘liason’ 
with the BNP and other ‘nationalists’. 
Allan Robertson wrote to Millson in June 
to tell him that while he understood his 
reasons for joining the BNP he felt that it 
was more useful to fight for the ‘nationalist’ 
cause inside the Tory Party. He admits to 
having links with the BNP himself. “I have 
met a couple of their members and have 
met their (Edinburgh) leader Eric Brand 
socially. I find that a general liason can be 
helpful”. 

A similar line is taken by Austin 
Redmond, an FCS publicity officer at 
North Staffs Polytechnic and another BNP 
sympathiser. 

Redmond told-The Guardian, “Quite a 
few of my members do support the BNP. I 
support the BNP on most issues, including 
law and order and race relations and 
immigration”. 

According to Millson, as well as 
sympathisers lodged in the party, there are 
others who will be defecting to the BNP in 
the near future. 


FCS ‘will 
purge fascists’ 


Stuart Millson’s claims to have a 
considerable following in FCS are being 
dismissed as greatly exaggerated by FCS 
leaders who are threatening an 
immediate purge of any “fascist 
sympathisers” found in the organisation. 

FCS is currently run by a group of 
hardline libertarians who have 
established firm control in recent years. 
Despite their strong support for the 
Prime Minister and for strict free market 
policies, they are going out of their way 
to stress that they will have nothing to do 
with racism. Already they have asked the 
Conservative Association at North Staffs 
Poly to expel Austen Redmond, and have 
warned that the Association will be 
closed down if he is not thrown out. 
Similar measures are being promised in 
any other areas where BNP sympathisers 
are discovered. 





NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ NEWS FROM NOWHERE ATTACKED 
Liverpool’s radical bookshop, News from 
Nowhere, has been attacked yet again. The attack 
took place in the afternoon when a gang with a 
hammer smashed the plate glass windows. A 
number of customers were present in the shop at 
the time. This is only the latest in a series of attacks 
on the shop. 

In Birmingham, the Communist Party 
bookshop has also been attacked again. On 
previous occasions red paint was thrown over 
stock and copies of Searchlight stolen. The latest 
attack caused £2,000 worth of damage, with doors 
smashed, cash stolen, and obscenities painted on 
walls. 

Birmingham’s socialist Other Bookshop has 
also been attacked. 

Urish Post 7.6.86, Birmingham Daily News 
5.6.86) 


@ “GAS OVEN” TAUNTS 

A top surgeon has threatened to leave his job 
because of anti Jewish remarks. Mervyn 
Rosenberg, who works at the Lawson Memorial 
Hospital, in Golspie, Sutherland, has criticised 
the parents of youngsters who made the remarks. 
He said that his wife Katherine, and daughters 
Emma, (19), Nansi, (16), and Beth, (14), were 
“upset and furious” at the comments about Nazis 
and gas ovens. He said his son Jon, (17), had got 
into fights because of the comments. 

(Sunday Mail, Glasgow 15.6.86). 


Front humiliated 


continued from p.4 

As they approached the war memorial, 
hundreds of people tried to occupy the 
place set aside for the NF, and the police 
were just a little heavy handed. 

Almost as soon as the NF arrived, the 
police turned them around and a pursuit 
started that must have given these 
stormtroopers the shock of their lives. 
Pelted with rotten fruit, tin cans and 
bottles, they managed only one bout of 
chanting, which was completely drowned 
out with shouts of “Harrington, we want 
you” and “get back under your rocks”. 

As the NF passed a building site, building 
workers showed their appreciation by 
pelting the marchers with bricks, planks, 
lumps of concrete and the occasional 
scaffold pole. The Albert Marriner banner, 
pride of the East London branches, was 
captured and destroyed. Griffin looked 
close to tears. 

Back at the railway station the rally 
never got off the ground. NF organiser Paul 
Fortune and his two minders were forced to 
run a gauntlet of angry local people to reach 
their leaders. After a few minutes the 
remaining 40 nazis were crammed like 
sardines into a small number of vans and 
bussed out under police escort. 

The anti-fascists suffered 9 arrests but 
reports say that the police also held several 
nazis beforehand. A contact at the 
Automobile Association informs us that 
one leading fascist and his bodyguards had 
serious trouble with their car after stopping 
to hand out racist material on the way into 
Bury. The car is reported to be a write off. 


DRAGNET FOR PROCTOR SOLICITOR 


A solicitor being hunted after two 
police officers were held up at 
gunpoint was a close friend and 
political associate of far right Tory 
MP Harvey Proctor. 


Jonathan Denby, a solicitor specialising 
in shipping law, has been on the run since 
early June. Police want to question him 
about an alleged bribe of £133,000 which 
featured in a shipping contract he was 
negotiating. The search became more 
serious, however, after a car driven by Mr 
Denby was stopped by police in Mayfair. 
Two passengers in the car produced guns 
and forced the police officers to lie 
spreadeagled on the pavement. Their 
police identity cards were stolen. A few 
days later the car was found abandoned and 
blown up ina controlled explosion by bomb 
disposal experts. 

Throughout there have been suggestions 
that Mr Denby may have become involved 
with protestant extremists from Northern 
Ireland. 

His relationship with Proctor goes back 
to their university days when they were 
firm friends and successive chairmen of the 
York University Conservative Association. 
They have always shared a keen interest in 
Northern Ireland affairs, and Denby 
secured a job as personal secretary to 
Enoch Powell just as the MP was develop- 
ing his own interest in the province in the 
early 1970's. 


When Proctor started legal proceedings 
against the BBC following the Panorama 
programme Maggie’s Militant Tendency, he 
engaged the services of Jonathan Denby as 
his solicitor, despite the fact that Denby 
had no experience whatsoever of libel 
cases. Proctor’s choice of legal 
representative is known to have surprised 
the BBC’s legal advisers at the time. 


Above: Harvey Proctor. Below: Monday Club 
student activist with Jonathan Denby. 


THE MONDAY CLUB. 


MINUTES OF A UNIVERSITTES GROUP MEETING HELD AT 51-53 VICTORIA 


STREET, LONDON S.W.1.~ AT oy Poy. 


ON WEDNESDAY 10.12.69. 


1. Present. G.Webster-Gardtner ( in the chair ), 
Patrick Wall,M.C.,V.R.D.,M-P., approx. 20 Uxiversity 
representatives and K.Harvey Prccztor ( Assistant to the Director). 


2. Apologies.Paul Wolanowski, Michael Pollock, Chris Chope, Iain 
Colquhoun, Piers Merchant, Adrian Day, David Williamson, Jonathan 


Denby. 








It is to Proctor that Denby has turned 
while he has been on the run from police. 
Twice he telephoned the MP to explain 
what was going on. Proctor has declined to 
reveal all the contents of his conversation 
with Denby except to the police but has 
insisted that Denby says he is implicated in 
a criminal rather than a terrorist matter. 
The two men were due to have dinner 
together on the day that Denby 
disappeared. 

Police believe that he may have two 
passports having worked commercially 
throughout the Middle East. If so, the fact 
that one has been confiscated will not have 
prevented him from leaving the country. 


@ Proctor has been further discomfited in 
recent weeks by allegations in a Sunday 
newspaper that a young male prostitute had 
been involved in ‘caning sessions’ at the 
MP’s Putney flat. Proctor has denied the 
story, but senior Tory party figures are 
know to be increasingly angry at the 
embarrassment that his associations and his 
personal life are causing the party. 


EXAM PROTEST 





Teachers in Avon are protesting 
about a question in a recent History 
CSE examination which could only 
have been answered from a nazi 
point of view and would have been 
offensive to Jewish exam 
candidates. 


The question appeared in the South 
Western Examinations Board history 
paper in May. It said: 


“Imagine you are a German who, by the end 
of 1938, has become an_ enthusiastic 
supporter of Hitler and what he has done for 
Germany since coming to power. Describe 
how Hitler’s policies in connection with the 
following have made you enthusiastic. 


(a) Making Germany and its people more 
prosperous. 

(b) Involving the people in the Nazi Party. 
(c) Dealing with Germany’s enemies inside 
the country.” 


Avon NUT’s Divisional Secretary, Paul 
Dickerson, said “This question is an 
invitation to incite anti-semitic and racist 
views and has no part in the education 
system. 

“Whoever wrote the question and the 
Examination Board are responsible for 
inciting such views and are not in any way 
testing students’ knowledge of fascism. 

“This question is designed to be answered 
in such a way that the only possible answers 
that can be given are those from a fascist 
perspective.” 

The education officer of the Jewish 
Board of Deputies has describe the 
question as “disgraceful”. 





END OF EMPIRE (LOYALIST) 


A RECENT item in the Bournemouth Evening 
Echo caught our tearful eyes the other day: a 
wistful obituary to the paper’s sub-editor 
Austen Brooks, who died in June at the age 
of 61. He was, we are told, a veteran of the 
Malta convoys and the D-Day landings who 
went on to become a journalist on several 
local papers. But for all the touching tributes, 
nowhere are we told of one of his main 
interests in life: his years as a far right 
activist, leading member of the League of 
Empire Loyalists (which merged into the NF 
in 1966), close friend of League boss A K 
Chesterton (first chairman of the NF), deputy 
editor of Chesterton's journal Candour, anda 
veteran of any number of high spirited 
League outings and demonstrations. 

Later on, as an Echo journalist, he offered 
advice on getting good press coverage to 
local NF and British National Party branches, 
and did his own little bit to ensure that 
groups which he did not favour (CND, ANL 
etc) did not get quite the coverage that their 
own activities might otherwise have 
merited. 

A secret supporter, if not member, of the 
NF till he died, he was also a bosom chum of 
Chesterton’s ageing disciple Rosine de 
Bounevialle, who still edits Candour and 
occasionally plays hostess to wanted Italian 
terrorists at her sprawling Liss Forest home. 
This unpleasant little man probably did more 
harm beavering away for the cause behind 
his Echo sub’s desk than he ever did as an out 
of the closet fascist street activist. 

He will not be missed. 


POACHER TURNED 
GAMEKEEPER? 


AND still the rumours of NF involvement 
with Libyan leader Colonel Ghaddafi persist. 

Two years ago, in the midst of his battle 
against being thrown out of the party, former 
activities organiser Martin Webster accused 
the Front of dealings with officials at the 
Libyan People’s Bureau in London, before it 
was closed down after the shooting of 
policewoman Yvonne Fletcher. And he 
named Derek Holland, one of the faction 
which has just consolidated its control over 
the party, as the go-between. 

At the same time, Searchlight was able to 
reveal that an anti-semitic broadsheet called 
Victory to Palestine, written by Holland, had 
been funded by the People’s Bureau. 

For a while it was reported that with the 
closure of the People’s Bureau the Front had 
been forced to rely on help from the Iranian 
Embassy and from the Libyan office in Paris. 
Now it seems they may have been travelling 

even further afield. 

'. The latest accusations come from John 
Tyndall. His British Nationalist reports that in 
recent months Front leaders have travelled 
to Tripoli to seek financial backing from the 
Libyan leader. “it is understood”, he writes, 
“that an obstacle to this is the present NF 
policy on race, which is considered offensive 
to Muslims, and there is now talk on the 


Directorate of the need to make fundamental 
changes of policy”. 

But indignant though he would sound, he 
can’t escape the fact that some years ago it 
was he, John Tyndall, who went cap in hand 
to the Egyptian embassy for funding for Colin 
Jordan’s National Socialist Movement. 


NOT A LOTTA BOTTLE 


One of our most faithful, if irascible, readers 
over the years has been the moustachioed 
milkman from Merseyside, former British 
Movement fuhrer Mike McLaughlin. Even 
after his so-called retirement from active 
politics when he wound up BM in 1983, he 
was still tempted into print from time to time 
to rail against items about his good self 
appearing in these columns. He was much 
miffed, for instance, to discover (from us) 
that his supposed chum and deputy fuhrer 
Ray Hill had been a Searchlight cuckoo in his 
nest all along. 

More recently he was a trifle put out by our 
coverage of matters survivalist, not least of 
all when we focussed our little beam on his 
own activities as a peddler of militaria and 
military gear, not to mention nazi 
memorabilia. And quite a little gold mine he’s 
established for himself in the quiet reaches of 
North Wales. 

And when the Daily Mirror followed suite 
in early May, exposing his role in 
merchandising the vicious hardware of DIY 
anti-communism and survivalism, he did his 
Hitlerian little nut. Solicitors were instructed 
and a press release issued fulminating 
against ‘the big lie technique’ (though 
omitting to acknowledge its origins!) 

We would dearly love to offer you a few 
recently uncovered facts about ‘Big Mac’, his 
activities and his associates. But sadly, the 
sub judice rules prevent us from doing so. 
But he (wherever he has disappeared to) 
knows what we mean. And so will you. 
Watch this space. 
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Michael McLaughlin 





HYSTERICAL 
REVISIONISM 


WIDER still and wider... and_ still 
Searchlight's fame and influence spread 
abroad. 

Arecent tour of New Zealand saw Britische 
Historiker David Irving expound with some 
bitterness upon the reasons for the hostile 
reception he seems to receive around the 
globe. 

It's all “lies spread by Searchlight, a Jewish 
underground group in Britain”, he told a local 
journalist. 

A nice compliment, but we would be hard 
pushed to beat his estimation of our long 
reach contained in a recent publicity handout 
penned by the man himself, and distributed 
by MacMillans, his publishers. 

“At (Searchlight publisher) Gerry Gable’s 
behest, Austria’s far left Minister of the 
Interior ordered state police officials to arrest 
Irving when he arrived in Vienna to deliver 
four lectures to academic bodies in Austria in 
1983”. 

At this point you must excuse just a little 
puffing out of chests and self-congratulatory 
back slapping back here at the Searchlight 
news desk. But is it true you ask? 

All we will say is this: if David is not 
prepared to let the facts get in the way of a 
good story, nor are we. 


SELF-ABUSE 


LASHINGS of publicity recently for the 
findings of a survey from the Centre for 
Caribbean Studies about black under 
achievement in schools. And, not 
surprisingly, equal lashings of coverage for 
the Centre’s Director, Dr Ashton Gibson. 

It’s a move up-market for the hard trying Dr 
Gibson. Last we heard of him he was being 
trailed around by well-known friends of the 
black community like Joy Page, Lady Jane 
Birdwood and Joan Mason, telling meetings 
of the racist WISE group in 1982 just how 
much black people were really longing to be 
repatriated. 

But while Birdwood and co. were 
sniggering behind his back, it was left to 
National Socialist Action Party field marshal 
Tony Malski to put the less refined view from 
the audience: “Why don’t you set an 
example then, nigger? Why don’t you fuck off 
back there?” 

There is, we seem to recall, an old adage 
about supping with the devil. 


SWEET FA RESPONSE 


FOOTBALL fans who were disgusted to see 
several NF banners being flaunted by 
England fans at the Mexico World Cup will be 
heartened to hear about the response of the 
Football Association to people who wrote to 
the FA demanding that something be done 
about it. 

The gist of their replies to several letters 
was that they were just as upset as anyone 
else but found it really rather difficult to think 
of any way of stopping it. 

This, of course, is just the sort of resolute 
approach that Justice Popplewell will have 
had in mind when he noted, in his report on 
security at football grounds, that the FA and 
the clubs themselves had an important role 
to play in cleaning up the game. 
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Fifty years after the 
outbreak of the 
Spanish Civil War a 
British 
International 
Brigade veteran 
remembers... 


Maurice Levine is now 79 years 
old. Almost 50 years ago, at the 
age of 29, he set off to join that 
illustrious band of anti-fascists, 
the International Brigade, who 
were starting to do battle in 
Spain to halt the fascists who, led 
by General Franco, had launched 
an armed revolt to smash 
democracy in the country. 

Maurice was well aware of the causes 
and nature of fascism and, in an 
interview with Searchlight, described 
how he came to be involved: “I had seen 
the depression and had lived in 
Australia from 1928 to 1931. There I 
saw terrible poverty amongst British 
migrants some of whom were herded 
into an old army camp_ outside 
Melbourne.” 

He also witnessed demonstrations by 
the unemployed, often the innocent 
victims of the great 1929 ‘Wall Street 
Crash’, who were thrown out of work 
with no means of financial support. 

Though Maurice was already, as he 
puts it, ‘socialist inclined’, his 
experiences in Australia radicalised him 
still further and when he got back to 
Britain in 1931, he joincd the 











Above: Maurice Levine today. Below (left): serving with the IB in Madrid. 


Communist Party, which was already 
sounding the alarm about the rise of 
Hitler’s Nazis, as well as carrying out 
sterling work in organising amongst the 
masses of unemployed. 

Until 1936, Maurice worked-when 
work was available-in the clothing 
trade. As a Party member, he took part 
in local Hunger Marches to Preston, 
then the administrative centre for 
Lancashire, and “was active in the 
struggle against the fascists who were 
being led Oswald Mosley”. Much of 


Maurice’s _anti-fascist work was 
concentrated on his own area, 
Cheetham and Strangeways in 


Manchester, where many Jewish people 
lived and were increasingly victims of 
fascist violence. 

In those circumstances, it was the 
Communist Party alone which 
advocated a militant policy of self- 
defence aimed at halting Blackshirt 
incursions into the Jewish community. 
Not surprisingly, large numbers of 
young Jewish men and women were 
proud to join the Party’s ranks. 

It was, thus, almost a_ natural 
extension of activity that, when Franco 
embarked on his assault against Spanish 
democracy, many of these young people 


should have given thought to the steps 
they could take to try to stop him. 

Maurice told Searchlight, “All these 
factors, especially the growth of the 
Mosley movement which was getting 
some support from misguided working 
class _ people ands from the 
Establishment, in various covert ways, 
made me want to go. So did what was 
happening in Hitler’s Germany”. 

Maurice set off for Spain, via Paris, in 
November 1936. It was only later that 
International Brigade volunteers had to 
enter Spain illegally by making the 
arduous trek over the Pyrenees. 

Maurice went with five other 
Manchester volunteers and within a 
month saw action with the Franc-Belge 
battalion of the IB in Andalucia, in 
southern Spain. 

He recalls: “Our first fighting was to 
stem a fascist offensive across the whole 
region-from Seville right across to 
Malaga. We were defending a little 
village by the name of Lopera”. 

When that fascist attack was halted, 
Maurice and his comrades were 
hurriedly switched to north-west 
Madrid to help in the defence of the city, 
which was being besieged by Franco’s 
fascist hordes. 







There, savage combat took place in 
what later came to be called ‘The Battle 
of the Corunna Road’. In the fierce 
fighting, the warriors of the IB had to 
withstand the most appalling 
conditions, sleeping outdoors in near- 
freezing temperatures. 

By the time that action was over, the 
British batallion of the IB was being 
formed and Maurice quickly transferred 
to it. He says, “more and more Britishers 
were then arriving to take up arms 
against the fascists”. 

Next, in early 1937, came the major 
battle at Jarama, where the British 
fighters were in the trenches for over 
four months. Maurice was wounded 
there . . .“ only a flesh wound’. . . and 
was back in the fray after about 10 days. 
Not much later, he was a participant in 
the offensive against the fascists at 
Brunete. He was severly wounded in the 
arm and had to have it encased in a 
metal cage to keep it up-right. Taking 
months to heal, the wound marked the 
end of Maurice’s period as a 
combatant. From then on, until his 
repatriation, he worked in_ the 
administration of the IB at Albacete. 

On his arrival in Britain, he was 
greeted by two Special Branch men who 
spluttered: “Two more bloody Reds 
back...” The policy of the British 
government was one of = “non- 
intervention”, a stance which only 
served to assist the Franco forces who 
were already backed up by the armed 
might of nazi Germany and fascist Italy. 
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Legendary IB officer George Nathan 
(right) with Jack Cunningham. 








Of the 2,150 British volunteers, over a 
quarter gave their lives . . . 526, in all. 

Many were young Jewish lads. In fact, 
says Maurice, “their proportion in the 
IB was far more than their numbers in 
the population of their respective 
countries”. They were determined to 
destroy fascism. 

From every country, Germany, the 
USA, Belgium, Hungary, France and, 
Sas above all, Poland, Jewish men enlisted 
aed ssritists Reticence thus*fad a into the IB. From Palestine, over 200 
major resposibility for the defeat of the Jewish youngsters also came to Spain to 
Spanish Republic. fight. 

Maurice says that the forces who went 
to resist the onslaught of fascism came 
from a mix of social backgrounds: 


Maurice has no regrets whatsoever 
about his part in the Spaish Civil War. 
5 He is proud of his role. He looks backs 

There was a very broad spectrum, on those times, shared with such 
upper class, middle class and, mostly, _ jegendary figures as the ex-First World 
working class”. War professional soldier, George 
Nathan whose past was shrouded in 
mystery but who turned up in Spain to 
lend his soldiering know-how to the 
effort to vanquish Franco, the friend of 
dictators, Hitler and Mussolini, as a 
vital experience providing lessons for 
the here and now. 

Today, Maurice Levine is concerned 
at the gathering storm on the political 
horizon. His advice to anti-fascists is 
quite clear: “Be on your guard all the 
time against racism, fascism and 
reaction in general. It is_ really 
imperative that young people take a 
serious interest in political affairs to 
prevent fascism ever taking hold again”. 

The courageous example set by 
Maurice Levine and all the other brave 
members of the International Brigades 
must stand as a glowing example to all 
those who want to avoid a repetition of 
the tragic events of SO years ago and of 
the Holocaust to which they ultimately 
led. 















To BELLE VUE, SEPT. 29th. 


SMASH 
FASCISM 


BEFORE IT GOES FURTHER! 


3,000 put to death. 
396 tortured to death. 
7S executed under the axe. 
59,183 tortured and subjected to violence 
119,682 wounded or permanently disabled. 
114,000 now in prisons and concentration campe. 

THAELMANN in prison 20 months without trial, 

suffering most horrible torture. 
TRADE UNIONS, CO-OPS., AND MANY OTHER 
ORGANISATIONS CRUSHED. 






















































This is the record of Hitler and his Fascist assassins in 
Germany. 


MOSLEY and his blackshirt gangs want to do the same 
here. 


Brutality and violence of blackshirt gangsters and thugs 
exposed at Olympia. 
“ Freedom,” for this is a menace to all workers. 


LONDON WORKERS AT HYDE PARK SHOWED 
* HOW TO DEAL WITH THEM. 














Follow the Lead of London Workers. 
RALLY TO ANTI-FASCIST 
DEMONSTRATION AT BELLE VUE. 


Mark Buckley, Printer, Beswick, Manchester. 









**A book by Maurice Levine, 
Cheetham to Cordoba, price £1.75, is 
available from radical bookshops. 







NEWS IN BRIEF 





@ ILEA SEEKS FASCIST BAN 


The Inner London Education Authority is seeking 
a change in the law to allow local authorities to 
refuse school rooms for fascist election rallies. 
Frances Morrell, leader of ILEA has written to 
Douglas Hurd, the Home Secretary, asking for the 
ban. She has also called on the Director of Public 
Prosecutions to prosecute the British National 
Party for incitement to racial hatred. 

The authority has just published a report into 
violence at a BNP meeting at John Scurr school in 
the East End on 3 May. The inquiry concluded 
that the pre election rally was not a genuine public 
meeting, and that organised violence took place. 
Chairs were thrown at demonstrators by BNP 
stewards. The police are criticised for failing to 
prevent the violence. 

ILEA had been opposed to the meeting at John 
Scurr school taking place, but the BNP obtained a 
High Court order stating it was entitled to use the 
school under section 96 of the Representation of 
the People Act. If necessary ILEA is prepared to 
defy the law over future fascist meetings. Mrs 
Morrell said:- 

‘We would refuse to let them use our property.” 

A by election is due in the area of East London 
because an elected Liberal councillor has been 
discovered to have been under age at the time of 
election. 

A spokeswomen for the National Union of 
Teachers Inner London Teachers’ Association has 
said that in future fascist meetings in schools 
would be countered by mass demonstrations of 
teachers, workers and the community. 
(Morning Star 10.6.86, Times Education 
Supplement 13.6.86, The Teacher 16.6.86). 


@ LIBRARY BAN ON NF PROPAGANDA 


Blackburn Library has refused to allow the 
display of National Front literature. County 
librarian Michael Dolan said the ban was imposed 
because some of the material was inflammatory 
and likely to break the Race Relations Act. He said 
he had consulted representtives of all three main 
political parties before making a decision. 
(Lancs Evening Telegraph 12.6.86). 


@ HELP AGAINST RACISM CAMPAIGN 


Members of Hemel Hempstead and district Anti 
Racist Council (HARC), have adopted a practical 
scheme of help. The scheme follows an increase of 
racist attacks in the Dacorum area, including 
verbal abuse and physical attacks. A register of 
people has been set up to visit victims of racial 
harassment, to accompany them to court, to 
provide translation services and provide ready 
access to solicitors. 

(Hemel Hempstead & Kings Langley Express 
26.5.86). 


@ LIVERPOOL FAMILY UNDER SIEGE 


A Liverpool family has been besieged by racists 
for four years. Their home has been broken into 
and National Front slogans daubed on a bedroom 
wall. Now Gary Taylor, a white man living with 
his white girlfriend and her two black children, 
has been stabbed by a youth shouting racist insults 
outside the house. 

Liverpool Community Relations Council is 
insisting that the family be released immediately. 
Maria O’ Reilly, of Liverpool CRC said:- 

“This is a life or death situation.” 

(Liverpool Echo 6.6.86). 
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RACISTS BLITZ 





At first sight, Blackburn, Ashton- 
under-Lyne, Oldham, York, 
Manchester and Huddersfield 
might seem to have little in 
common, except for the fact that 
they are all nothern towns and 
cities. 

But, there is another feature that they 
share: all of these places have been the 
scene of vicious racial incidents in recent 
weeks, part of the rising tide of racist 
violence that is engulfing the north of 
England. 

Day after day, the Searchlight office 
has been receiving reports which point 
to a dramatic escalation of assaults on 
black and Asian people... assaults 
over which Cardinal Hume, the leader 
of Britain’s Roman Catholics, has said 
there is ‘a conspiracy of silence’. 

A town-by-town scan of events in the 
past month can only serve to 
demonstrate the truth of the Cardinal’s 
statement: 


BLACKBURN: in the early hours of 
June 18th, Asian shopkeeper, Shaheen 
Mohammed had his shop windows 
















smashed for the fourth time in a 
fortnight, causing £2,400 worth of 
damage. This follows a _ previous 


incident, at Christmas, when racists 
daubed his shop. 

The area where these outrages have 
taken place is the same one where the 
nazi National Front has made a big 
effort to recruit white youngsters. It is 
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Evidence of growing National Front activity 
in Wales. 
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Nazi vandalism at Blackley Jewish Cemetery, Manchester, 3 March 1986 


also the part of town where prominent 
local fascist, Andrew Wells lives. 

Only 5 days after the bombardment of 
Mr Mohammed’s premises, another 
Asian firm, A and A Taxis came under 
attack. This time, the perpetrators were 
a mob of youths, yelling racist abuse and 
chanting, “National Front”. 
Fortunately, police were quickly on the 
scene and four of the racists were 
arrested. Last year, the same firm was 
beseiged by a 50-strong gang of louts. 
ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE: at 1.30 am 
on the 14th May, an Asian family in 


Palace Road had a wellington boot 
containing a smoke-bomb _ pushed 
through their letter box. .. this took 
place after racist grafitti had been 
scrawled. on their house-in broad 
daylight-some hours earlier. 

Since the attack, police have charged 
one adult and four juveniles with a 
variety of offences including arson, 
criminal damage and attempted 
damage. The family may have to move 
to a new address. 


OLDHAM: as we reported in the last 


97-year-old Asian punched 


This month’s prize for animal of the 
month must surely go to the racist 
thug who assaulted a 97-year-old 
Asian, Gulam Bham, on his way 
home from evening prayers at his 
mosque in Gloucester. Hit from 
behind, he fell to the ground, only to 
be punched and kicked by a 
muscular young man. 

Mr Bham is the oldest man in the local 
Moslem community and is held in very high 
esteem by many local people. Police 
described the attack as a vicious and 
unwarranted. 

In Wales the small village community of 
Llanllyfni was shocked when the post office 
was daubed with NF slogans. The Asian 
postmaster and his family had always been 
made welcome by the villagers. Local 
people are angry and surprised that such an 
act should take place in their small 
community. 

In the area of Barking, East London, 


where Joe Pearce lives between prison 
sentences, a car belonging to a young 
Asian, Tariq Khan, was bombed. The 
bomb, which consisted of a length of pipe 
filled with explosive, was left taped to the 
car. A young white man has been arrested 
and charged with causing the explosion. 

Neil Holland, 20, and another young 
man have been sent to prison for six months 
and twelve months respectively, after they 
attacked an Asian shopkeeper in what was, 
acording to the prosecution, a racially 
motivated attact. Appearing at Manchester 
Crown Court, Holland also admitted an 
unrelated theft. 

An Asian family in the London borough 
of Wandsworth have been forced out of 
their home after a gang of thugs aged 
between 18 and 22 waged a prolonged 
campaign of racist harassment against 
them. Missiles were hurled at the flat, dog 
excrement pushed through the letter box 
and the children were threatened and 
racially abused. Although the housing 





THE NORTH 





issue of Searchlight, the NF has been 
running a vicious hate campaign against 
some Labour councillors and _ the 
borough’s Community Relations 
Officer, Keith Bradford. This included 
sending excrement and hate mail and 
daubings on property. 

On the 29th May, police carried out a 
7.00 am swoop on a number of homes, 
seizing typewriters and arresting four 
men, two of whom were NF members. 
One of these men is NF organiser in 
Oldham, David Probert. The charges 


they will face are not yet 
known.According to a __ police 
spokesman, “investigations are 
continuing”. 


Despite the arrests, the frenzied 
attempts by fascists to generate racial 
tension have, if anything, intensified. A 
new wave of bogus letters, claiming to 
be from the town council, have been 
sent to residents throughout the area. 
The letters inform recipients that a 
family of Ugandan Asians, consisting of 
“the father, his three wives, eleven 
children, one wife’s brother, the 
father’s grandparents and two Brahmin 
bulls”, will be coming to stay with them 
for four months. 

This sort of filth has always been a 
standard fascist ploy, but the local thugs 
of the NF did not leave their campaign 
there. On Saturday 31st May, probably 
as an act of vengeance for the arrest of 
some of their members, a gang of racists 
ransacked the home of an Asian family, 
stealing several thousand pounds worth 


and kicked in 


department accepted that the problem was 
racially based, it refused to rehouse the 
family. Searchlight knows of at least one 
racist who works for Wandsworth 
Council’s housing department. 

A stepping up of racism and racial 
violence has also been reported in Hull. A 
young Kuwaiti was brutally beaten up in a 
local park close to William Wilberforce’s 
statue. The Hull and District Council for 
Racial Equality at its annual general 
meeting highlighted physical attacks, 


vandalism and harassment of the black - 


community. The British National Party has 
a very active local branch. 

At Trinity College student hostel, 
Cambridge, a Jewish student found an anti- 
Jewish publication entitled “Race Mixing is 
Satanism” in his post pigeon hole. In 
another Cambridge college, Emmanuel, a 
Jewish student found bacon rashers stuck 
to his door after he returned from a visit to 
the synagogue. Recently, Jewish students 
at Wadham College, Oxford, found anti- 





of goods and spraying ‘NF’ on a 
bedroom wall. 

The response of the local paper to 
these events and to the growing tension 
in the town has been astonishing. In its 
editorial on June 3rd, the Oldham 
Evening Chronicle declared“. . . the last 
thing we should be doing is bringing in 
any more residents, whether they be 
white, brown or black”. “This”, the 
leader ended, “is not racism, but 
realism.” Needless to say, this inspiring 
journalism was the cue for closet racists 
to swamp the paper’s Letters Page. 

Cashing in on the atmosphere it has 
helped create, the NF has announced 
that it will strut through the streets of 
Oldham on July 19th. 


YORK: a local Asian ice-cream vendor 
was so frightened by racist abuse and 
taunts from two men-both drunk-that he 
had to run to his car to escape. As he did 
so, one of the men kicked the vehicle. 
Police later picked up the two racists, 
who came from the Huddersfield area, 
and they were fined for being drunk and 
disorderly. 


MANCHESTER: reports prepared by 
the City Council Housing Department’s 
principal race relations adviser and by 
the Manchester Council for Community 
Relations both suggest a rising level of 
racial harassment in the city and draw 
attention to a growing number of arson 
attempts as well daubings, brick 
throwing, forced entry into homes and 


vicious racist 
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college 
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Jewish slogans daubed in the 
toilets. 

Synagogues, Jewish MPs and Jewish 
newspapers have all received threats by 































excreta being pushed through letter 
boxes. 


HUDDERSFIELD: race relations 
workers have written to West Yorkshire 
police chiefs after a spate of racist 
violence in the area. This has included 
two attacks on a local Hindu temple, 
damage to two local mosques, several 
beatings of individuals and_ the 
distribution of ‘a highly provocative 
racist leaflet’ at the Huddersfield 
Technical College on the 3rd of June. 
Demanding more police action, the 
comunity workers say that ‘the latest 
frequency of racist happenings has 
caused a lot of concern, frustration and 
anger within the black community”. 


The above instances of racist activity 
are only a fragment of what is a rapidly 
deteriorating situation for black people 
in Britain. 

As the MCCR report says, we should 
“remember the reality. . . . an individual 
or family living in fear, subject to 
humiliation, stress, physical danger, 
frequently too terrified for their safety 
to allow children to play outside, driven 
to tranquillisers and sleeping pills, 
constantly on the alert wondering if 
tonight will bring a brick through the 
window or tomorrow morning the 
letters “NF-Pakis go home” on their 
front door. Family life is destroyed. . . 
What was home becomes a prison.” 

How much longer is this situation 
going to be allowed to go unchallenged. 


attack 


telephone or letter in the last few weeks. 
And nazis recently daubed Liverpool 
Jewish cemetary with swastikas and 
slogans. 

Ku Klux Klan activity in East London 
continues. For many months people in the 
area around Mile End tube station have 
reported late night sightings of men in Klan 
robes. The area has been the scene of many 
serious racial attacks and even murders in 
the last ten years. Local people who have 
written to the press about racist 
harrassment at East End building society 
offices and banks have been getting letters 
from the KKK warning them to stop 
complaining. 

Grimsby’s Asian community was 
subjected to six days of terror in the middle 
of June. Windows were broken and NF 
slogans appeared on Asian homes and 
shops. One shop window was smashed four 
times in six days. Other families received 
threatening telephone calls. Local police 
say the attacks are not racist. 
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INTERNATIONAL 
ROUND-UP 


ST GERMANY 


Neo-nazi jailed 


Karl-Heinz Hoffman, leader of the neo- 
nazi Hoffman Military Sports Group, 
has been jailed for 9% years for 
inflicting grievious bodily harm, illegal 
possession of weapons, forging 
currency and the illegal detention of a 
member of his group. 

His companion, Franziska Birkmann, 
received a 6 months sentence for failing to 
report a planned crime. However the 
prosecution did not succeed in its charges 
that Hoffman ordered the murder of Jewish 
publisher Schlomo Lewin and his 
companion Frida Poeschke. 

Its claim that Hoffman gave instructions 
and a gun to group member Uwe Behrendt 
failed due to lack of evidence. After the 
murders Behrendt died in unexplained 
circumstances in a Palestinian camp in 
Lebanon where Hoffman group members 
were working with the Al Fatah. 


Arrests at nazi rally 


Forty people have been arrested at 
Stuttgart following violent clashes outside a 
meeting of the extreme rightist Free 
German Workers Party (FAP). Both anti- 
Nazi demonstrators and FAP members 
were among those arrested. 

In a recent official report on extremism 
in West Germany, it was stated that there 
were some 23,500 extreme rightists of 
whom 1,400 are neo-nazis. 


AUSTRIA 


President still under 
attack 


Newly-elected Austrian President Kurt 
Waldheim has continued to come under 
attack for his role in the Nazi armed 
forces during the Second World War. 

In the British Parliament a number of 
MPs have signed a motion supporting 
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Karl-Heinz Hoffman (centre) supervises combat training of his Military Sports Group. 
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continued investigations into his actions 
and Labour MP Greville Janner read out a 
letter from a former British prisoner of war 
which accused Waldheim of involvement in 
the killing of British prisoners. In the 
Israeli Parliament, the Foreign Minister, 
Yitzak Shamir, called the election a ‘blot 
and a source of shame’ to Europe and 
stated that Israel was still gathering 
material on Waldheim. And on the eve of 
Waldheim’s inauguration, the World 
Jewish Congress released a document 
showing that the Jewish population of 
Crete and Rhodes, some 2,500 strong, was 
deported to the Auschwitz death camp on 
the orders of the unit in which Waldheim 
served as intelligence officer. 


Holocaust court case 


Former SS general Leon Degrelle has been 
acquitted of causing distress by claiming in 
an interview that the Holocaust never 
happened. The case had been brought by a 
Venezuelan Jewish woman, many of whose 
family died in Auschwitz. 
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Belgian response to Leon Degrelle’s wartime 
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Fleet Street’s lack of candour .. . 


In the world of extremist politics there are 
two sorts of magazine. There are those 
which are produced exclusively for the 
edification of the convinced believer. And 
there are the publications aimed at new, or 
not fully indoctrinated, recruits. Most of the 
magazines of the extreme right fall into one 
or other category. The differences between 
the two sorts are quite apparent. 

The magazines for the convinced believers 
generally mix insufferable pomposity with a 
nastiness of spirit. These are the magazines which 
delight in the minutiae of hidden conspiracies, 
and the writers feel free to indulge in their 
ideological obsessions without embarrassment. 
Ordinary readers would make little sense of the 
endless paragraphs about Zionist string-pullers 
or apparently non-existent Holocausts. But, 
then, these magazines are not for the ordinary 
reader. 

One such esoteric publications is Candour, 
which for thirty-two years has been catering to 
the strange imaginations of its specialist 
readership. Originally founded by A K 
Chesterton, the pre-war Mosleyite who was to 
become the first chairman of the National Front, 
Candour has been never rested in its search for 
Jewish conspiracies. June’s issue is as boringly 
nonsensical as any. Lengthy articles point out the 
hidden conspiratorial designs behind the 
Common Market and the attacks on Libya. No 
photographs break the monotony of the printed 
paranoia. 


Little change 


Just how little has changed in Candour’s thirty- 
two year history is illustrated by a short self- 
advertisment. Under the heading of “A Mine of 
Information”, Candour offers its readers back 
numbers: “You will never find anything of greater 
worth than vintage Candours. Now is the time to 
build your collection of past issues from the 1950s 
and 1960s”. The sad thing is that its writers and 
readers probably will never find anything of 
greater value in their lives than the yellowing 
pages of these old issues. After all, June’s issue is 
only repeating, with hardly any refinement, the 
same basic theme which Chesterton started with 
back in 1953. 

Candour, with its long-winded obsessions, is 
never likely to have much appeal to a wide 
audience. It is not the sort of paper which the 
fascist hopes to sell on the streets. The ones which 
are designed to catch the attention of the passing 
racist are very different: bright and breezy, with 
their nastiness very much up-front. 

National Front News has always been one of 
these more ‘popular’ papers. It has large 
headlines, big photos and short snappy stories. 
Its format is based upon the tabloid end of Fleet 
Street. Nor does it spend its time delving into 
arcane conspiracies, using a sort of mental 
vocabulary only to be understood by the 
dedicated afficionado. Instead, it seeks to 
express the sorts of hatreds which the uninitiated 
racist in the street might grasp. 

The result is that in some respects publications 
like National Front News resemble certain more 
well-known, and _ supposedly _ respectable, 
newspapers. The front page of the latest National 
Front News (number 77) shows up this 
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resemblance; and, in so doing, it reveals, not so 
much the respectability of NFN, as the racism 
which sprouts like a fungus in the cellars of Fleet 
Street. 

National Front News reproduces the front page 
from the Daily Mail of May 16. The headline of 
the Mail was ‘MONSTER’, with a sub-heading 
asking rhetorically: ‘What is happening to our 
country?’. It reports a brutal rape, and the large 
photograph of the rapist makes it immediately 
apparent that the rapist was black. 

National Front News recognizes its own style of 
reportage: black crime, with the innuendo that 
black criminals scarcely belong to the human 
race, is something that fills its own unpleasant 
pages. In addition, National Front News also 
displays, for once, some insight into its own 
activities and those of the ‘respectable’ racists of 
Fleet Street. It recognizes that the Mail’s front 
page is racist, but it also understands that the 
Mail, while peddling racism, pretends it is doing 
something else: 

“The Mail has one over-riding reason for 
publishing material like this — in a basically 
racialist society like Britain it sells papers. 
And extra papers mean bigger profits for the 
Mail’s wealthy owners. So while the Mail 
disguises the article as an attack on mindless 
crime, it is really only selling racial hatred”. 

Of course, it would be too much to expect from 
NFN any subtle analysis of the semantics of Daily 
Mail racism. The careful juxtaposition of “our 
country” with the picture of the black rapist 
implies that “our country” is white, while 
criminality is black. The Mail’s story starts with 
Statement that the words which “sum up” the 
criminal in question “are among the hardest 
words in the language. They include thug, brute, 
beast and monster. And there are stronger ones 
too”. 

Of course, the Mail, being so respectable, does 
not use the stronger words, but that large 
photograph of the black face gives a hint what 





sorts of words might come to mind in “our 
country”. Yet, if the editor of the Mail were to be 
challenged on the point, there would doubtless 
be protestations of innocence: oh, no, we’re not 
racist; we’re just opposed to violent crime. 

The difference between National Front News 
and the Mail is that the former will spell out the 
unspoken assumptions of the latter. The National 
Front will not leave the whiteness of “our 
country” as an innuendo, which is not to be 
voiced directly. Instead, NFN states that, it 
“looks on racial crime ...as merely the 
symptom of the sickness known as_ multi- 
racialism”. The stronger words will also be 
printed without inhibition. 


Black “threats” 


In addition, the National Front will draw out 
the hidden conclusion from the hinted slur that 
“our (white) society” is being threatened by 
“their” (black) criminality. Thus, NFN concludes 
its piece with the call for “repatriation of all 
immigrants and their descendants to their lands 
of ethnic origin”. The Mail leaves the same 
themes jangling about the minds of its readers 
(who it presumes to be white) without drawing 
the threads into a racist conclusion. 

And there we have the different levels of 


contemporary racism. The apparently 
respectable racists put forward themes, whose 
implications the fascists well understand. 


However, the fascists are not content merely to 
avoid the semantic evasions of the Mail. They 
have more concealed up the sleeves of their drill- 
shirts. As the likes of Candour show, there is a 
whole ideology, or systematic set of obsessions, 
which longs to give shape to the violence of racial 
hatred. If these are the steps from racist innuendo 
to racist philosophy, they are also, as the history 
of nazism showed, the steps from unsystemmatic 
bigotry to organized genocide. 





A.K. Chesterton, Candour founder, and NF Chairman Nick Griffin: different publications, same 


obsessions. 
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Anti-racism in education: The right wing attacks 


In January CARF looked at the attack 
on anti-racism that took place 
throughout 1985 — an attack which was 
conducted by the press, politicians and 
the police alike. In 1986 the assault has 
continued, with education, where the 
right are anxious to gain control and 
win the ideological upper hand, being a 
prime target. The elements of the 
assault on education are familiar but the 
pace has quickened and, under pressure 
from the hard right, the government 
itself has become more openly involved. 
And the presence of the Government in 
the attack means the challenge can 
continue not only on the level of ideas 
but also on the level of legislation. 


One example of this is the Education Bill 
presently going through Parliament. 
Ostensibly, its thrust is to give parents and 
governing bodies more say in the running of 
schools, but right-wingers used the 
opportunity to tack on two hastily cobbled 
together amendments with little relevance 
to the main body of the bill, but important 
implications for all anti-racists. One was a 
clause to outlaw the policy of ‘no platform 
for racists or fascists’ in universities and 
polytechnics, and the other was an 
amendment to counter what is seen as the 
politicisation of schools by the extreme left 
and the ‘new anti-racists’. 


Right-wing attacks ‘no 
platform’ policy 


The ‘no platform’ amendment contained 
two strands. One proposed to make it 
illegal for any students, employees or 
university administrators to prevent or take 
action likely to prevent an invited person 
from ‘stating any fact or expressing any 
view, while on the premises, which they 
may lawfully state. The other made it the 
duty of the senior university administrator 
to ‘take such steps as are reasonably 
practicable’, to ensure that any invited 
speaker is not prevented from speaking. 
What this would mean in practice is that 
invited racists and fascists would be given 
protection by university authorities, the 
police and the courts. In fact, the 
government was pressured into 
withdrawing the amendment when the bill 
came before the Lords in June. But the fact 
that the amendment was not passed is of 
small comfort — the Government is 
pledged to re-introduce it. 

The ability to give ‘no platform’ to racist 
and fascist speakers was fought for over a 
long period and is a vital tactic in 
preventing them from gaining bases on 
campuses and inciting racial hatred. At the 
Polytechnic of North London, for example, 
a ‘no platform’ policy was adopted in the 


1970s after a series of attacks on black 
students. The present attempt to legislate 
against ‘no platform’ policies denies this 
basic right of people to protect themselves 
against such attacks. 


The build up to legislation 


But how the amendment came about bears 
closer investigation. A number of 
government ministers and supporters have 
been prevented from speaking in colleges, 
up and down the country, amongst them 
the Home Office minister responsible for 
immigration, David Waddington, the 
Professor of Modern History and Sun 
journalist, John Vincent, and the pro- 
South African MP for Luton North, John 
Carlisle. 

In February Carlisle appealed to the 
government after protesters in Bradford 
prevented him from speaking to the 
Federation of Conservative Students on the 
right to play sport in South Africa. Carlisle, 
along with other MPs, supported a 
backbench private members bill designed 
to make ‘no platform’ policies illegal. This 
bill failed, but the notion of legislative 
action had been placed firmly on the 
agenda. 

The newspapers waded in to do their bit 
for ‘democracy’. The Sun (15.2.86) 
attacked the ‘Asian thugs’ who had 
confronted Mr Carlisle, and thought that 
Councillor Mohammed Rais, who said that 
Bradford would not accept Carlisle’s views 
quietly, should ‘take the first boat back to 


Pakistan’ if he wanted ‘to live in a 
dictatorship’. The Daily Telegraph 
(19.2.86) suggested that university 


authorities should have a statutory duty to 
maintain the peace and prevent what it 
viewed as ‘deliberate and criminal attempts 
to supress free speech’. A Daily Mail 
editorial (28.2.86) attacked this ‘new brand 
of student Fascism’, and thought that the 
government might well have to bring its 
own bill. 

By May a climate had been created in 
which the involvement of the Government 
would not seem unusual. Then, in his final 
week of office at the Department of 
Education, Sir Keith Joseph issued a 
statement in which he attacked the ‘new 
breed of anti-racists and anti-fascists’, 
accusing them of denying individuality, and 
called on students to protect freedom of 
speech on their campuses. Like the right- 
wing press, Sir Keith used the familiar trick 
of redefining terms to make his attack. “By 
a cruel irony’ said Sir Keith, ‘there is a new 
breed of “anti-racists” and “anti-fascists” 
who are as sure of their own superiority, as 
unwilling to respect the rights and views of 
others, as any racist or fascist.’ 

Two weeks later the Government’s 
amendment to the Education Bill was 


published. Baroness Cox, a constant 
advocate of government action, had tabled 


her own amendment to _ prevent 
interference with ‘free speech’, but it was 
withdrawn when the government 
amendment looked imminent. The 


Government’s spokesman, Lord Swinton, 
said that he hoped that the amendment, 
together with Sir Keith’s appeal to 
students, would secure freedom of speech 
in institutions of further education.’ 

Of course, no one asks why students are 
organising to keep these speakers off their 
campuses and out of their lecuture 
theatres. No one asks what these people 
stand for. The only concern is to allow them 
freedom of speech. The freedoms of black 
people that they deny by doing so are not 
considered. Yet freedom of speech is 
meaningless when more fundamental 
freedoms, like the right to walk free from 
attack, are daily withheld. 


Bar on politics in schools 


Though the ‘no platform’ amendment has 
now been dropped, the second 
amendment, which aims to ‘forbid’ the 
‘promotion of partisan political views in the 
teaching of any subject’ in any schools, and 
the ‘pursuit of partisan political activities’ 
in primary schools, remains. Like the 
arguments behind the ‘no platform’ clause, 
support for this amendment is couched in 
terms which present it as a measure 
designed to save Britain from the activities 
of left-wing extremists. 

Baroness Cox, moving the amendment, 
listed the concerns that the clause was 
designed to deal with. Anti-racism, anti- 
sexism, homosexuality, anti-police 
propaganda and peace studies, Cox said, 
were part ‘of the long march through the 
institutions by those on the far left who 
would destroy democracy’. Following this 
the Department of Education issued a press 
release referring to ‘public concern’ about a 
‘tiny group of extremist teachers who press 
their own political views on pupils’. The 
provisions of this amendment, it concludes, 
are ‘intended to tackle a very limited evil, 
but an evil nonetheless’. 


Politics or ‘indoctrination’? 


Like the ‘no platform’ amendment, this 
amendment legislation was also preceded 
by a debate which set the right-wing terms 
of debate. 

Last year, as CARF pointed out in 
January, Salisbury Review editor Roger 
Scruton and others published a pamphlet 
which called on the Government to bring in 
legislation to prohibit ‘political 
indoctrination’ in schools. Included in the 
new right’s definition of ‘indoctrination’ — 
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which, Scruton argues, can be recognised 
because it’s conclusions are foregone — is, 
or course, anti-racism. Subjects such as 
peace studies and black studies, as well as 
education which is anti-sexist and anti- 
racist, rest on assumptions that are both 
‘politically charged and. . . open to serious 
intellectual question’, according to 
Scruton. Policy statements such as the 
Inner London Education Authority’s 
‘Race, Sex and Class’ represent ‘the 
introduction of political censorship and 
inquisitional supervision into the class 
room’. Scruton goes on to imply that such 
anti-racism is part of a world view similar to 
that of the German nazis. 


Anti-racism portrayed as 
McCarthyism 


Within the new right’s philosopy anti-racist 
education is portrayed as a form of 
McCarthyism — its supporters are people 
engaged in witchhunts and _ political 
censorship. Bristol teacher Jonathon 
Savery, whose article ‘Anti-racism as 
witchcraft’ appeared in the Salisbury 
Review, clarifies the new right position 
when he claims that the ideology of anti- 
racism has acquired ‘the status of tribal law: 
to resist or offend it is to invite professional 


isolation, persecution or execution’. 

This was a popular theme soon to be 
exploited by the press. Ronald Butt opened 
the defence by saying: ‘the free expression 
of opinion is under threat... and 
democracy is being destroyed by a ruthless 
minority using intimidation and the caucus 
to bully any resisters into submission’ 
(Times 13.3.86). And, in a later article, 
Butt claimed a ‘witchhunt’ at Savery’s 
workplace, where teachers were afraid to 
disagree with the ‘militants’ who saw the 
Savery case as merely the start of a ‘purge 
of the white liberals’ (Times 1.5.86). 
Savery, in an interview with the Daily Mail 
(23.5.86), claimed that his colleagues were 
afraid to speak out on race relations issues 
for fear that their views offended ‘a lobby of 
members belonging to a black teacher 
group dominated by Left-wing extremists’. 

This new right campaign of vilification 
was given fresh impetus by a_ book 
published earlier this year by the right-wing 
‘think tank’, the Social Affairs Unit. The 
Wayward Curriculum, a sustained attack 
on numerous aspects of ‘progressive 
education’ devotes considerable space to 
the issue of anti-racism, with anti-racist 
English teachers accused of purging library 
shelves of objectionable material. They 
betray a concept of literature that is 


‘corrupt’; multi-faith curriculum is an anti- 
Christian ‘religious imposter’; while anti- 
racist history is nothing less than a ‘new 
racism’ which promotes ‘hatred for the 
institutions, beliefs and character of the 
British people’. 

In its attack the right has cast anti-racists 
and black teachers as villains, and in the 
process has sought to hound committed 
individuals out of jobs. For instance, when 
Chris Searle — described by Scruton and 
Co. in their pamphlet as ‘not just one 
teacher’ but ‘an organiser, an activist with a 
secure power base in the educational 
establishment’ — applied for a job as a 
Sheffield head teacher, even before the 
short list had been drawn up by the 
Education Committee, he was attacked in 
the Daily Mail as a potential ‘red’ head. 
Similarly, when the former head of the 
GLC’s ethnic minorities unit, Herman 
Ouseley, asked for an application form for 
the post of deputy head of the ILEA this 
year, he was ‘exposed’ even before he had 
completed the form. And when he was 
finally appointed, the London Standard 
and Daily Mail were quick to publicise 
Tory claims about ‘jobs for the boys’, 
questioning Ouseley’s qualifications for the 
post (16.5.86). Is this the start of a full- 
fledged McCarthyite witchhunt? 


BROADWATER FARM INQUIRY REPORT 


The Broadwater Farm ‘riot’ of last 
October must be located in the context of 
a history of racist and oppressive 
policing and a deterioration of police/ 
community relations, the independent 
Committee of Inquiry set up by Haringey 
Council concluded in its report published 
in July. 

The report, which is based on the 
evidence submitted by many individuals 
and organisations in the Tottenham 
area, shows clearly that throughout the 
1970s there was ‘mounting concern’ 
about the behaviour of police officers 
towards black people in Tottenham. It 
records that ‘witness after witness. . . 
spoke of the indignities which they have 
suffered at the hands of police officers for 
no other reason than that they were 
black’. The ‘bitterness of their 
experience’, the report says, was shared 
by young and old, men and women, 
professional people and the unemployed. 

The report also shows that if anyone 
was responsible for failing to develop 
trust and confidence between the police 
and the people on the Broadwater Farm 
estate, it was the police. Ideas aimed at 
improving community relations which 
were discussed between police officers 
and representatives of the Broadwater 
Farm Youth Association were never 
translated into reality. Attempts to 
improve police/community __ relations 
were thwarted by the activities of police 
units such as the Special Patrol Group 
and the instant response units, which 
were regularly brought into the area. 
(The report cites one instance where 15 
youths were due to visit Hendon police 
training college. The evening before their 
scheduled visit, an instant response unit 
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came on to the estate. Officers leaped 
out, arresting a number of youths and 
detaining them. The visit to Hendon 
never took place. 

In addition, the report shows that 
junior officers appeared to _ be 
discouraged by their superiors from 
building a cooperative relationship with 
black people, especially black youth, on 
the estate. The report quotes one police 
officer who said at a meeting that home 
beat officers ‘were not allowed to meet 
with community groups’. The 
Broadwater Farm home beat officers, 
the report concludes, cut themselves off 
from any hope of cooperation with the 
community they were meant to serve. 
They had ‘begun to regard local people 
as the enemy’. 

On the events of 6 October, which 
followed the death of Mrs Cynthia 
Jarrett during a search of her home by 
police officers, the report finds no 
evidence that these were planned or 
premeditated as has been suggested by 
the police and sections of the press. The 
youth on the estate were responding to 
the death of a black woman, a death 
which they believed the police had not 
taken seriously. Yet their right to protest 
was effectively curtailed by police who 
sealed off the estate. The report contrasts 
this police response with the events 
earlier in the day when black youths had 


not been prevented by the police from © 


protesting, angrily and noisily, outside 
the police station. On that occasion there 
had been no serious disturbance. What 
happened on the evening of 6 October 
was, the report concludes, ‘the worst 
possible provocation’ by the police. 
There would have been far less 





likelihood of serious disturbances, the 
report says, if the police had not gone on 
a ‘speculative and unjustified’ search of 
Mrs Jarrett’s home which led to her 
untimely death if, once that had 
happened, the officers involved had been 
immediately suspended, and if, during 
the evening of 6 October the police had 
maintained ‘the restrained response’ 
which they had shown in the afternoon. 

The report of the inquiry also deals in 
considerable detail with the aftermath of 
the events of 6 October — the forcible 
entry by police into people’s homes, mass 
arrests, the holding of suspects 
incommunicado for long periods and the 
treatment of juveniles in ways described 
as ‘most disturbing’. In the months 
following the ‘riot’, the report says, the 
number of police officers deployed on the 
estate was ‘grossly excessive’ and had the 
effect of intimidating residents and 
escalating trivial incidents into large 
scale confrontations. 

By contrast with stories in the media 
which have portrayed Broadwater Farm 
before the ‘riot’ divided along race lines, 
with white people the ‘victims’ of ‘black 
racism’ and black criminality, the report 
shows a community which had succeeded 
in improving its grim environment 
‘against all the odds’, in which crime had 
significantly decreased and in which 
there was extensive cooperation between 
black and white residents. 


@The Broadwater Farm Inquiry: report 


of the independent inquiry into 
disturbances of October 1985 at the 
Broadwater Farm Estate, Tottenham, 
chaired by Lord Gifford QC, 1986. 
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Racism in the criminal justice 
system 


Ms Vivien Stern, director of the National 
Association for the Care and Resettlement 
of Offenders, has said that a Home Office 
Statistical Bulletin on the Ethnic Origin of 
Prisoners is conclusive proof that black 
people are unfairly treated by the criminal 
justice system. What is now needed, she 
says, is ‘a determined programme to 
eliminate racism and discrimination from 
the criminal justice system’. 

The figures, published in July, show that 
the proportion of black men in prison is 
eight times higher than in the general 
population — and the figures are even worse 
for black women. The Home Office is now 
busy trying to play down evidence that 
suggests that people of ‘West Indian and 
African origin’ tend to serve longer 
sentences, have fewer previous convictions 
and are less likely to be granted bail before 
trial. 


Apparently, the Home Office, in the wake 
of mounting criticism, is thinking of 
introducing what sounds like a form of 
racial awareness training for magistrates 
and probation officers preparing social 
inquiry reports for the court. The argument 
is that a white, middle-class magistrate may 
see the social background of, for example, a 
West Indian youth as unsuitable for bail. 
Therefore the magistrate needs to be 
provided with more knowledge and greater 
awareness of different minority customs. 


@Home Office Statistical Bulletin: The 
Ethnic Origin of Prisoners. The Prison 
Population on June 30, 1985, and Persons 
Received, July 1984 March 1985, 
Statistical Department, Home Office, 
tolworth Tower, Surbiton, Surrey. Price 
£20. 
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There have been several vicious attacks 
on black people in Wolverhampton 
recently. 19-year-old Balbir Chand was 
stabbed in the head and chest by two 
teenagers, aged 15 and 17. One of the 
knife blows pierced his brain, and 
although surgeons battled for hours to 
save his life, he died after being kept 
alive on a life-support machine. The two 
youths were charged with murder and 
also with causing grevious bodily harm 
to Balbir’s cousin and friend, who were 
treated for knife wounds. 

In a separate incident, Arif Khan’s body 
was found dumped behind a garage a 
quarter of a mile from his home. The 
murder of Mr Khan, who died from severe 
shocks from electrodes applied to his body, 
has alarmed the black commuity in Tipton, 
particularly as there is growing evidence of 
fascist activity in the area. Only three 
months ago, Mr Khan’s car was set alight 
outside his home when his wife and young 
family were asleep. V-signs had been 
daubed on other cars and house doors, and 
racist graffiti and stickers put on windows in 
the area. 

Not uncharacteristically, the police are 
reluctant either to acknowledge Mr Khan’s 
murderers as having had a racial motive, or 
to relate such a horrific killing to other 
fascist activity over the whole area, and 
thus to tackle it as a larger problem. It 
seems to make little sense for the police to 
tell black people that the way to end racist 
attacks is to report them when police have 
been known to harass friends and pester 
relatives of the victim and categorically 
deny that obvious clues to the identity of 
the perpetrators are relevant. 

Once again, we can be sure that these 
accounts are the tip of the iceberg. Reports 
are constantly coming in from all over the 
country — Bradford, West Midlands, 
Hayes, Wembley, and Newcastle — where 
attackers are getting bolder, more sadistic 
and yet seemingly more elusive. 





New impetus for anti-deportation campaigns 


A legal battle has been won in the long 
and hard-fought campaign against the 
deportation of Baba Bakhtaura — and 
it will help future anti-deportation 
campaigns. 


The campaign to stop Baba Bakhtaura’s 
deportation — threatened since 1982, three 
years after his arrival in Britain as a folk 
musician — focussed on the loss to the 
Asian community if he were to be deported. 

The Home Office and the appeal 


authorities have consistently maintained 
that any loss suffered by the community 
from a deportation was not something they 
should take into consideration when 
deciding whether a deportation should go 
ahead. They have said that such a 
consideration is a political one. 

On June 26 that argument suffered a 
resounding defeat when the House of 
Lords ruled unanimously that the impact 
on the community of a deportation is a 
relevant factor. Baba Bakhtaura’s case 


now goes back to the Immigration Appeal 
Tribunal for reconsideration. 

The victory is an important one for 
others threatened with deportation. For 
the first time, through sustained 
campaigning, the highest court in the 
country has been forced to concede that 
black people’s contribution to society must 
be acknowledged, and _ that black 
communities have interests and a voice 
which must be heard when deportation is 
being considered. 
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Racist attack on marine 


A man was jailed by Southwark Crown Court for 
‘glassing’ a black Royal marine. The victim, 27- 
year-old Alan Edgehill, now a police cadet, was 
out for the evening with his girlfriend. The couple 
had to pass through a crowd of young men 
drinking outside a pub in Covent Garden. Mr 
Edgehill was jostled and racially abused, and 
when he turned to confront one of the youths, a 
beer glass was smashed into the side of his face. He 
managed to stagger to a nearby restaurant and 
police were called. Minutes later Stephen 
Matthews was arrested for the attack (Kensington 
News & Post 12.6.86). 


Olympic champion’s shop looted and daubed 


Just days after its first opening, racist vandals 
looted javelin champion Tessa Sanderson’s sports 
shop in Leeds. All the stock, the fittings and even 
the cash register were taken and racist graffiti was 
daubed on the walls. Errol James, a local 
magistrate and chairperson of Leeds CRC, urged 
Ms Sanderson not to let herself be bullied or 
intimidated; ‘She must pick herself up — she’s 
done it before and she will again’, he said (Daily 
Mail 13.6.86). 


Tower Hamlets 


The Bengali community in Tower Hamlets, in 
London’s East End, has issued a stern warning 
that self-defence is the only option following a 
recent wave of racial attacks. In one particularly 
vicious attack, Mr Ali and his three sons were 
attacked by a gang of twelve white thugs, as they 
returned home from evening prayers at the local 
mosque. The gang set upon them with sticks and 
bottles and Mr Ali was repeatedly beaten with an 
iron bar. But the response of the police was to 
arrest his sons and treat them as criminals. The 
eldest son was thrown out of the police car half 
way to the police station; the two youngest were 
charged and bundled into cells at Leman Street 
police station. The 14-year-old had a deep gash on 
his head but was not allowed to go to the hospital 
with his father. His head required stitches which 
were given to him in the police station without any 
anaesthetic (New Life 30.5.86). 


Attacks continue on Southall estate 


Attacks on Asian families on Southall’s Golflinks 
estate have flared up again. Nine skinheads went 
on the rampage through the estate and attacked 
an Afro-Caribbean man and threw a bottle 
through an Asian woman’s car window. Local 
councillor Ranjit Dheer, who visited the estate, 
said that local residents have had enough. ‘People 
don’t go out after 6pm’, he said, ‘Blacks aren’t 
even secure in their own homes’ (New Life 
13.6.86). 
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CS gas and plastic bullets 


Police must have access to CS gas and plastic 
bullets if their use is the only means of dealing with 
serious public disorder, says Sir Lawrence 
Byford, Chief Inspector of Constabulary, in his 
annual report to the Home Secretary. He 
concludes that events in Tottenham in 1985 show 
that rioters and police need to be separated by the 
kind of ‘cordon sanitaire’ which plastic bullets 
particularly provide. (Guardian 19.6.86). 


Plastic bullets ‘on display’ 


Television crews and photographers were treated 
to a demonstration of plastic bullets newly- 
acquired by West Midlands police at a secret 
location. Assistant Chief Constable Mr Paul 
Leopold conceded that the weapons were lethal 
when fired at a range of 20 metres. He emphasised 
that in the West Midlands they would be fired at a 
range of between 20 and 45 metres and only as a 
last resort. The bullets would be aimed at the 
torsos of identified individuals and there would be 
no random shooting. An advance warning would 
be broadcast and police would also display a black 
banner bearing the message: ‘Disperse or special 
weapons will be used.’ (Guardian 21.6.86). 


Face-to-face confrontation ‘unwise’ 


A High Court judge criticised the Metropolitan 
Police’s policy of bringing warring neighbours 
together in a face-to-face confrontation. He found 
that.a police officer had acted ‘imprudently’ in 
bringing a frightened, crying man, Mr Adel 
Banoub, face-to-face with a neighbour who had 
threatened him with a knife. Mr Banoub had sued 
the police for allegedly ‘setting him up’, assault 
and false imprisonment, but the judge dismissed 
his claim, holding that it was his neighbour, Mr 
James Docherty who punched him, breaking his 
nose (Guardian 21.6.86). 


Immigration 


Mental illness of immigration widows 


Labour MP Clare Short told a press conference 
that many women who are unable to live with their 
husbands from the Indian subcontinent because of 
the ‘primary purpose’ immigration rule, are 
developing a high incidence of mental illness and 
are taking Valium and other anti-depressants. 
The rule excludes about 1,000 men each year, 
nearly two-thirds of those applying from the 
subcontinent (Guardian 4.6.86). 
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Guardian 26 June ‘86. . .“Catholic Church ‘racist’ in its attitude to blacks”. 


Home Office breaks own rules 


Visitors from the Indian subcontinent who had 
been refused entry but later granted temporary 
admission after intervention by MPs are still being 
issued with removal directions or being put on 
flights home without the MP being notified, 
according to shadow Home Secretary Gerald 
Kaufman. New guidelines on MPs’ intervention 
were brought in after immigration minister David 
Waddington claimed MPs were abusing their 
rights. An MP must be informed that 
representations have failed at the same time as the 
visitor is given notice of refusal. A minimum of 
four days must then elapse before the visitor must 
leave, but Mr Kaufman cited three cases from his 
own constituency where these guidelines had not. 
been followed (Guardian 20.6.86). 


Discrimination 





Racism in the services 


A Ministry of Defence review into the recruitment 
of and promotion of black people in the armed 
forces is expected soon. The CRE has received 
reports alleging racial discrimination and a 
national newspaper recently reported on an 
apparent colour bar in the Guards regiments. 
Prince,Charles is also reported to be concerned 
that there is never a black face to be seen among 
guardsmen at the Trooping the Colour parade 
(The Times 10.6.86, The Observer 8.6.85). 


Sogat guilty of discrimination 


An industrial tribunal has ruled that print union 
Sogat ‘82 racially discriminated against one of its 
black employees by failing to investigate her 
complaint against another employee. After a 
heated exchange in which she was called a ‘black- 
face pig’, Mrs Dorothy Jones and another woman 
were dismissed. The tribunal concluded that the 
union had been wrong in treating Mrs Jones’s 
dismissal entirely as a potential unfair dismissal 
case and not also as a_ potential racial 
discrimination case (Guardian 18.6.86). 


Catholic church ‘racist’ 


An advisory group to Cardinal Hume says the 
Catholic church is racist in its attitude to black 
people, who feel alienated, patronised and 
ignored. The report is based on two years of 
consultatioins and finds many black Catholics are 
frustrated and angry at the Church’s failure to 
deal with issues of concern to them. Many choose 
now to go to black-led churches who seem to have 
a more caring attitude (Guardian 26.6.86). 
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— you can help keep the searchlight focused on the fascists. 


BRITISH NAZIS PLAN F : 
CARNIVAL MASSACRE | 


AS Searchlight celebrates its 10th 
Anniversary it is becoming a victim 
of its own success. 

Britain’s nazis may be keeping a 
lower profile these days, but 
Searchlight’s work has mush- 
roomed as the scale of right-wing 
violence has shot up, and as many 
extremists have made their way 
into the Conservative Party. 

Our role in exposing these, and 
other trends, has been unique — 


but it has led to demands being 
made upon our resources which 
are increasingly difficult to meet. 

Anti-racist campaigners, 
journalists and academics all turn 
to Searchlight as their first port of 
call when they need to know 
something about the racists and 
extremists. 

WE WANT TO KEEP IT THAT 
WAY! 

But the scale of requests to our 
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office is beginning to put a real 
strain on our resources, 

To do justice to the growing 
number of people turning to us for 
help, we urgently need to employ 
another member of staff, and 
install a computer to store sections 
of our vast archives. 

TO DO THAT WE NEED £25,000 — 
AND THAT MEANS WE NEED 
you! 
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WE NEED YOU! 


Searchlight has now been published for over 

ten years. We are now expanding the 

distribution and circulation of Searchlight so 

that more people are kept in touch with the anti- 
fascist movement. 


In order for us to achieve this, we need people 
who can join sales teams, or set up a sales team 
in their area. 








If you can help us please telephone 


0663 43599 now! 


A new book from Searchlight Publishing 
NEW RIGHT, NEW RACISM 
by Paul Gordon and Francesca Klug 


A look at the ideas of Britain’s 
new racist right 












Available in paperback at £3. (p+p 30p) 
from Searchlight, 37B New Cavendish St, 
London W1M 8&JR 
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